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Obituary
Tribute  to  Christiaan  Frederik  (Chris)  Heyns
Tribute  from  the  Pan  African  Urological  Surgeons  Association  (PAUSA)
Dear  Colleagues  and  Friends,
It is with a heavy heart that I share the very sad news that Chris Heyns died suddenly on August 2 on his way back from a meeting of the
South African Urological Association.
This shocking news let me knew that the future of urology in South Africa specifically, and Africa and the world generally had changed from
what we had envisaged. This was because Chris Heyns had played a significant role in shaping South African, African and world Urology,
and was expected to continue to do so for the foreseeable future
Chris Heyns was one of the most prominent African Urologists of these times. He had been very active at all levels of our profession
and had risen to the top of each level. In this manner, he had been Head of his Department of Urology at Stollenbosch University and
Tygerberg Hospital in Cape Town, President of the College of Urologists in South African, President of the Societe International d’Urologie
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2012–2103), and was the current President of the South African Urological Association. He was also very active in PAUSA activities from
ts early years. It was therefore no surprise that he held several offices in the Association, being elected Secretary-General first, and then
resident-Elect, taking over as President in 2008 (to 2011). In all these capacities he contributed significantly to the development of the
pecialty across borders. He published numerous papers, applied his editorial skills in reviewing many, many more, and also served as Editor
f academic publications and newsletters of professional bodies. A quiet politician, he loved being involved in the negotiations that shaped
he leadership (and indeed followership) of his communities, be it professional or academic.
hris has also mentored several generations of urologists and scientists across the borders of his immediate environment. He was one of the
ew African urologists to be seen and to participate actively at international meetings, and this inspired many of his younger colleagues to
ollow suit. In each of these tasks he always came across as a man dedicated to his cause rather than to himself – a unique quality. His slight
gure (often accompanied by his lovely wife Isabel) will certainly be missed at these professional gatherings.
ur prayers and thoughts go to Isabel, their children Marianka, Christiaan and Larissa, and his many friends and colleagues across the world.
ay God grant us all the fortitude to bear the loss, and may we be comforted by the good memories of his contributions to his society,
is commitment to international urology, and the fact that he died doing what he loved most – meeting with colleagues to discuss how to
mprove his (our) specialty of urology.
May his soul rest in perfect peace! Amen.
. Oluwabunmi Olapade-Olaopa
AUSA,  President
ribute  from  the  Editor-In-Chief,  the  African  Journal  of  Urology  (AFJU)
o  our  Friends  and  Urologists  in  Africa  and  all  over  the  world
he Editorial Board of the African Journal of Urology regrets with grieve the shocking news of the sudden death of Professor Chris Heyns,
he most dynamic and professional editor on the board.
ince the inception of the journal in 1995, Professor Heyns endeavored to lead our journal to better quality and progress. He tirelessly
evised and proofread all articles of the journal for 20 years with exceptional perseverance. He devoted an immense amount of effort and
ime without ever declining an article or his editorial help.
part from the African Journal of Urology and the PAUSA, he also worked for other journals and urological associations in Africa and
lsewhere, not to forget his offices as president of the PAUSA, SIU and SAUA.
rof Chris Heyns was a mentor and a trainer of many urologists in Africa. His academic history and contributions were superb
e, the PAUSA members, and all urologists in Africa and the international community will miss Chris Heyns tremendously and wish to
xpress our sincere condolences to his wife Isabel and his children.
May his soul rest in peace! Amen.
rof Dr Ismail Khalaf
ditor-in-Chief,
frican  Journal of Urologyribute  from  the  South  African  Urological  Surgeons  Association
t is with great sadness that the South African Urological Association has just heard of the sudden death of Prof Chris Heyns, following
hat seemed to be a myocardical infarction.
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Over the course of his career, Prof Heyns made an immeasurable contribution to Urology – not only in South Africa, but also the broader
international Urological community. At the time of his passing he was President of the SAUA and Past President of the Société Internationale
d’Urologie (SIU).
While most of us are aware of the multitude of academic- and research accolades bestowed upon him, it is in his academic Department
of Urology at Stellenbosch University that he enriched the careers of countless medical students and Urology registrars. He taught with
wisdom, passion and patience and not only equipped his students with knowledge and clinical skills, but also integrity and honesty, through
his example.
As yet we do not have any details of funeral arrangements – further information will besent when it becomes available. Our deepest sympathy
goes to his wife Isabel, children and grandchildren.
South African Urological Association
Tribute  from  the  President  of  the  Société  Internationale  D’urologie
It is with great sadness that I share the news of the sudden passing of our dear friend and colleague, Chris Heyns, on Saturday, 2nd of August,
2014, at the age of 65.
Chris Heyns grew up in Stellenbosch, a small university town about 80 km from Cape Town. He obtained his medical degrees in 1973 and
completed a Master of Medicine degree in Urology at the University of Stellenbosch in 1986. He obtained his PhD in 1990. He was a very
active academic urologist and was Head of the Department of Urology at Stellenbosch University and Tygerberg Hospital. He was the actual
President of the South African Urological Association (SAUA). He had been past president of the College of Urologists of South Africa and
of the Pan African Urological Surgeons’ Association (PAUSA). In 2012-2013, he was President of the Société Internationale d’Urologie,
and until his passing, he was actively serving on the Board of Chairmen of the SIU as immediate past president.
Chris Heyns was an eminent urologist known for his wisdom and tireless dedication to improve urology worldwide. The breadth of his
urological knowledge is awe-inspiring and he mentored many generations of superb urologists. As a long-time member of SIU, I’ve known
Chris to be someone who was always eager to help and support the association in any way he can, no matter how busy he was in his practice.
Outside of his interest in urology, Chris loved literature. With a keen eye for detail, Chris was an excellent editor and he applied this talent
in many ways: as part of the Editorial Board of Urology, and through his involvement in our newsletter and SIU-ICUD publications. He was
a strong force in urology and his contributions will be, without a doubt, remembered.
It is with heartfelt sympathy that we extend our sincere condolences to Chris’ wife, Isabel, and his three children, Marianka, Christiaan
and Larissa, as well as his friends and colleagues around the world. Chris Heyns will be missed dearly by the lives he touched and will be
remembered for his commitment to international urology and his passion for politics and literature.
Luc Valiquette
SIU  President
Tribute  from  the  Editorial  Team  of  the  African  Journal  of  Urology
The sad news of the too early demise of Professor Chris Heyns at the age of 65 years, threw the entire team of the African journal of Urology
into an instant momentary confusion and grieve.
Professor Heyns was well known in the African and international academic and research arena for his untiring and unequalled efforts
towards the training of younger generations of surgeons/urologists. He was widely recognized and accepted as an outstanding mentor and
trainer, more importantly as a friend or a father to all. He nurtured and mentored a great number of young urologists and will remain a role-
model for future generations. He was granted many honours and awards. He held leading positions in numerous academic and professional
organizations including the Pan African Urological Surgeons’ Association and the Société Internationale d’Urologie.
He served as a very active member on the Editorial Boards of various journals including the African Journal of Urology.Even though Professor Heyns dedicated a lot of time to his work as a urologist, he cherished his family to whom he gave his deepest love. He
is survived by his lovely and most cherished wife, Prof Isabella Helena Loubser, his daughters Marianka Martelize and Larissa Magdalene
and his son, Christiaan Frederik.
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he editorial team of African Journal of Urology as well as the whole urologists’ community will greatly miss him.
May you rest in peace, dear friend!
n behalf of the Editorial Board;
r Eman Abdel-Gawad
xecutive Editor, AFJU
essage  to  a  Lost  Friend
ear Chris,
he news of your passing has filled my heart with great sadness. I still remember meeting you for the first time on the occasion of the
rst PAUSA congress in Cairo, and it was always a great pleasure to see you again at a number of other events I had the opportunity to
ttend. Apart from your vast scientific and general knowledge, I always admired your placid nature. When everybody lost their temper,
hich happened more than once at the general assemblies, your calming influence and objective way of looking at things used to calm the
aves. But you were also my personal rock, the rock I could cling to when I was swamped with PAUSA work. When other reviewers let
e down, you were always prepared to review articles despite your limited time and loads of other work. And you even took the time to
xplain English grammar or comma rules to me when I was not sure. I am very sorry for never being able to pay you back for all the help
ou granted me.
Ek sal jou nooit vergeet nie. Rus in vrede, liewe vriend!
ngrid El-Damanhoury
f  the Editorial team of African Journal of Urology
ribute  from  Other  Friends  of  Chris  Heyns
 cannot agree more; the death of Chris Heyns is a major loss to African and International Urology. A true friend and dedicated urologist –
ur condolences to his wife and family.
er-Anders Abrahamsson
ecretary  General
uropean Association of Urology
llow me to share the sad news of the transition of Prof. Chris Heyns, past president PAUSA and SIU.
May he rest in perfect peace!
erigne Gueye
he decease of Prof. Chris Heyns leaves us with great sadness. We and all urologists lost a great man and distinguished colleague who gifted
is life for his patients, students, urologists and many urological associations. May Allah keep his soul in the highest paradise, together with
he prophets and good people.
My sincere condolences to his wife, and family.assan Abol-Enein MD,  PhD.
rofessor of Urology
rology  & Nephrology Center
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I met Chris Heyns for the first time at the PAUSA congress in Dakar. I had the privilege to chair a session with him. I kept of him a very
good impression.
Condolences in to his family.
Pr Augustin M.-L Punga-Maole
Chairman  of the « Association Congolaise d’Urologie »
Kinshasa DR Congo
Chris Heyns has just left us dumbfounded and some of us have not totally grasped it. We are totally shocked by his passing.
It will be with humility and deep sorrow that I write to you all now.
Without jumping the gun, may I suggest that we institute a Chris Heyns Memorial Lecture.
Chris has left a deep hole and a vacuum which will be difficult to fill. He however planted a tree, the foliage of which will remain evergreen
and the fruit of which will never finish.
Stay blessedAlex Danso
